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3.1 Introduction of United Nations 

 

The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945. It 

is currently made up of 193 Member States. The mission and work of the United 

Nations are guided by the purposes and principles contained in its founding Charter. 

Established by charter signed in San Francisco, California, on June 26; effective 

October 24, 1945. 

Purposes: 

 

• To maintain international peace and security 

• To develop friendly relations among nations; 

• To achieve International cooperation in solving economic, social, cultural, and 

humanitarian problems and in promoting respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms; 

• The United Nations (UN) is an intergovernmental organization to promote 

international co-operation. 

• Official languages: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish 

• Principal organs: General Assembly, Security Council, Economic and Social 

Council, Trusteeship Council, International Court of Justice, Secretariat. 

 
 

A replacement for the ineffective League of Nations, the organization was 

established on 24 October 1945 after World War II in order to prevent another such 

conflict. At its founding, the UN had 51 member states; there are now 193. The 

headquarters of the United Nations is in Manhattan, New York City, and experiences 

extra territoriality. Further main offices are situated in Geneva, Nairobi, and Vienna. Its 

objectives include maintaining international peace and security, promoting human 

rights, fostering social and economic development, protecting the environment, and 

providing humanitarian aid in cases of famine, natural disaster, and armed conflict. 
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The United Nations Charter was drafted at a conference between April–June 1945 

in San Francisco, and was signed on 26 June 1945 at the conclusion of the conference. 

This charter took effect 24 October 1945, and the UN began operation. The UN's 

mission to preserve world peace was complicated in its early decades by the Cold war 

between the US and Soviet Union and their respective allies. The organization 

participated in major actions in Korea and the Congo, as well as approving the creation 

of the state of Israel in 1947. The organization's membership grew significantly 

following widespread decolonization in the 1960s, and by the 1970s its budget for 

economic and social development programs far outstripped its spending on peace 

keeping. After the end of the Cold War, the UN took on major military and peace 

keeping missions across the world with varying degrees of success. 

The UN has six principal organs: 

 

1. The General Assembly (the main deliberative assembly); 

2. The Security Council (for deciding certain resolutions for peace and security); 

3.  The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) (for promoting international 

economic and social co-operation and development); 

4. The Secretariat (for providing studies, information, and facilities needed by the 

UN); 

5. The International Court of Justice (the primary judicial organ); and 

6. The United Nations Trusteeship Council (inactive since 1994). 

 

 
1. The General Assembly (the main deliberative assembly); 

 
The General Assembly is the main deliberative assembly of the 

United Nations. Composed of all United Nations member states, the assembly meets in 

regular yearly sessions, but emergency sessions can also be called. The assembly is led 

by a president, elected from among the member states on a rotating regional basis, and 

21 vice-presidents. 

The first session convened 10 January 1946 in the Methodist Central Hall in 

London and included representatives of 51 nations. 
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When the General Assembly votes on important questions, a two-thirds majority of 

those present and voting is required. Examples of important questions include: 

• Recommendations on peace and security; 

• election of members to organs; 

• Admission, 

• Suspension, and 

• Expulsion of members; and 

• Budgetary matters 

 
All other questions are decided by a majority vote. Each member country has one vote. 

 

Apart from approval of budgetary matters, resolutions are not 

binding on the members. The Assembly may make recommendations on any matters 

within the scope of the UN, except matters of peace and security that are under 

consideration by the Security Council. 

Draft resolutions can be forwarded to the General Assembly by eight committees: 

 

1. General Committee – a supervisory committee consisting of the assembly's 

president, vice-president, and committee head 

2. Credentials Committee – Responsible for determining the credentials of each 

member nation's UN representative 

3. First Committee (Disarmament and International Security) 

4. Second Committee (Economic and Financial) 

5. Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural) 

6. Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) 

7. Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) 

8. Sixth Committee (Legal) 

2.Security Council 
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United Nations Security Council 

 

The Security Council is charged with maintaining peace and security among 

countries. While other organs of the United Nations can only make "recommendations" 

to member states, the Security Council has the power to make binding decisions that 

member states have agreed to carry out, under the terms of Charter Article 25. The 

decisions of the Council are known as United Nations Security Council resolutions. The 

Security Council is made up of fifteen member states, consisting of; 

➢ Five permanent members 

• China, 

• France, 

• Russia, 

• the United Kingdom, 

• and the United State 

➢ Ten non-permanent members 

• Belgium (term ends 2020), 

• Dominican Republic (2020), 

• Estonia (2021), 

• Germany (2020), 

• Indonesia (2020), 

• Niger (2021), 

• Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (2021), 

• South Africa (2020), 

• Tunisia (2021), and 

• Vietnam (2021) 

 

 
The five permanent members hold veto (reject) power over UN resolutions, 

allowing a permanent member to block adoption of a resolution, though not debate. 

 

 
The ten temporary seats are held for two-year terms, with member states 

voted in by the General Assembly on a regional basis. The presidency of the Security 

Council rotates alphabetically each month. 
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3 .United Nations Economic and Social Council 

 
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) assists the General Assembly in 

promoting international economic and social co-operation and development. ECOSOC 

has 54 members, which are elected by the General Assembly for a three-year term. The 

president is elected for a one-year term and chosen amongst the small or middle powers 

represented on ECOSOC. The council has one annual meeting in July, held in either 

New York or Geneva. Viewed as separate from the specialized bodies it co-ordinates, 

ECOSOC's functions include information gathering, advising member nations, and 

making recommendations. 

ECOSOC's subsidiary bodies include 

 

• the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which advises UN 

agencies on issues relating to indigenous peoples; 

• the United Nations Forum on Forests, which co-ordinates and promotes 

sustainable forest management; 

• the United Nations Statistical Commission, which co-ordinates information- 

gathering efforts between agencies; and 

• the Commission on Sustainable Development, which co-ordinates efforts 

between UN agencies and NGOs working towards sustainable development. 

ECOSOC may also grant consultative status to non-governmental 

organizations. By 2004, more than 2,200 organizations had received this status 

4. Secretariat 

 

The UN Secretariat is headed by the Secretary-General, assisted by 

a staff of international civil servants worldwide.It provides studies, information, and 

facilities needed by United Nations bodies for their meetings. It also carries out tasks as 

directed by the Security Council, the General Assembly, the Economic and Social 

Council, and other UN bodies. 
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The Secretary General acts as the spokesperson the and leader of the UN. The 

position is defined in the UN Charter as the organization's "chief administrative 

officer". "Any matter which in his opinion may threaten the maintenance of 

international peace and security", The Secretary-General is appointed by the General 

Assembly, after being recommended by the Security Council, where the permanent 

members have veto power. There are no specific criteria for the post, but over the years 

it has become accepted that the post shall be held for one or two terms of five years, 

 

5. International Court of Justice 

 
Membership: 15, elected for 9-year terms by the General Assembly and the Security 

Council from nominees of national groups under provisions of the International Court 

of Justice Statute. The court had ruled that Kosovo's unilateral declaration of 

independence from Serbia in 2008 did not violate international law 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), located in The Hague, in the Netherlands, 

is the primary judicial organ of the UN. Established in 1945 by the UN Charter, the 

Court began work in 1946 as the successor to the Permanent Court of International 

Justice. The ICJ is composed of 15 judges who serve 9-year terms and are appointed by 

the General Assembly; every sitting judge must be from a different nation. It is based in 

the Peace Palace in The Hague, sharing the building with the Hague Academy of 

International Law, a private Centre for the study of international law. 

The ICJ's primary purpose is to adjudicate disputes among 

states. The court has heard cases related to war crimes, illegal state interference, ethnic 

cleansing, and other issues. The ICJ can also be called upon by other UN organs to 

provide advisory opinions. 

that the post shall be appointed on the basis of geographical rotation, and that the 

Secretary-General shall not originate from one of the five permanent Security Council 

member states. The current Secretary-General is AntónioGuterres, who replaced Ban 

Ki-moon in 2017. 
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Article 2 

The Court shall be composed of a body of independent judges, elected regardless 

of their nationality from among persons of high moral character, who possess the 

qualifications required in their respective countries for appointment to the highest 

judicial offices, or are juris consults of recognized competence in international law. 

Article 3 

1. The Court shall consist of fifteen members, no two of whom may be nationals of the 

same state. 

2. A person who is for the purposes of membership in the Court could be regarded as a 

national of more than one state shall be deemed to be a national of the one in which he 

ordinarily exercises civil and political rights. 

Article 4 

1. The members of the Court shall be elected by the General Assembly and by the 

Security Council from a list of persons nominated by the national groups in the 

Permanent Court of Arbitration, in accordance with the following provisions. 

 

 

 

3.2 Organization of the Court 

 

 
Article 1 

The International court of justice established by the Charter of the United Nations as the 

principal judicial organ of the United Nations shall be constituted and shall function in 

accordance with the provisions of the present statute. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In the case of Members of the United Nations not represented in the Permanent Court 

of Arbitration, candidates shall be nominated by national groups appointed for this 

purpose by their governments under the same conditions as those prescribed for 

members of the Permanent Court of Arbitration by Article 44 of the Convention of The 

Hague of 1907 for the pacific settlement of international disputes. 

binils.com

binils - Anna University App on Play Store

                    Free PDF Study Materials
binils.com - Anna University, Polytechnic & Schools



 

GE8074 Human Rights 

 

 

Article 6 

Before making these nominations, each national group is recommended to consult its 

highest court of justice, its legal faculties and schools of law, and its national academies 

and national sections of international academies devoted to the study of law. 

Article 7 

1. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all the persons thus 

nominated. Save as provided in Article 12, paragraph 2, these shall be the only persons 

 

3. The conditions under which a state is a party to the present Statute but is not a 

member of the United Nations may participate in electing the members of the Court 

shall, in the absence of a special agreement, be laid down by the General Assembly 

upon recommendation of the Security Council. 

Article 5 
 

1. At least three months before the date of the election, the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations shall address a written request to the members of the Permanent Court 

 
 

 

 

 

eligible. 
 

2. The Secretary-General shall submit this list to the General Assembly and to the 

Security Council. 

Article 8 
 

The General Assembly and the Security Council shall proceed independently of one 

another to elect the members of the Court. 

of Arbitration belonging to the states which are parties to the present Statute, and to the 

members of the national groups appointed under Article 4, paragraph 2, inviting them to 

undertake, within a given time, by national groups, the nomination of persons in a 

position to accept the duties of a member of the Court. 

2. No group may nominate more than four persons, not more than two of whom shall be 

of their own nationality. In no case may the number of candidates nominated by a group 

be more than double the number of seats to be filled. 
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Article 9 

At every election, the electors shall bear in mind not only that the persons to be elected 

should individually possess the qualifications required, but also that in the body as a 

whole the representation of the main forms of civilization and of the principal legal 

systems of the world should be assured. 

Article 10 
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Article 11 

If, after the first meeting held for the purpose of the election, one or more seats remain 

to be filled, a second and, if necessary, a third meeting shall take place. 

Article 12 

1. If, after the third meeting, one or more seats still remain unfilled, a joint conference 

consisting of six members, three appointed by the General Assembly and three by the 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Security Council, may be formed at any time at the request of either the General 

Assembly or the Security Council, for the purpose of choosing by the vote of an 

absolute majority one name for each seat still vacant, to submit to the General 

Assembly and the Security Council for their respective acceptance. 

2. If the joint conference is unanimously agreed upon any person who fulfills the 

required conditions, he may be included in its list, even though he was not included in 

the list of nominations referred to in Article 7. 

1. Those candidates who obtain an absolute majority of votes in the General Assembly 

and in the Security Council shall be considered as elected. 

2. Any vote of the Security Council, whether for the election of judges or for the 

appointment of members of the conference envisaged in Article 12, shall be taken 

without any distinction between permanent and non-permanent members of the Security 

Council. 

3. In the event of more than one national of the same state obtaining an absolute 

majority of the votes both of the General Assembly and of the Security Council, the 

eldest of these only shall be considered as elected. binils.com
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3. If the joint conference is satisfied that it will not be successful in procuring an 

election, those members of the Court who have already been elected shall, within a 

period to be fixed by the Security Council, proceed to fill the vacant seats by selection 

from among those candidates who have obtained votes either in the General Assembly 

or in the Security Council. 

4. In the event of an equality of votes among the judges, the eldest judge shall have a 
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Article 13 

casting vote. 
 

1. The members of the Court shall be elected for nine years and may be re-elected; 

provided, however, that of the judges elected at the first election, the terms of five 

judges shall expire at the end of three years and the terms of five more judges shall 

expire at the end of six years. 

2. The judges whose terms are to expire at the end of the above-mentioned initial 

periods of three and six years shall be chosen by lot to be drawn by the Secretary- 

General immediately after the first election has been completed. 

3. The members of the Court shall continue to discharge their duties until their places 

have been filled. Though replaced, they shall finish any cases which they may have 

begun. 

4. In the case of the resignation of a member of the Court, the resignation shall be 

addressed to the President of the Court for transmission to the Secretary-General. This 

last notification makes the place vacant. 

Article 14 
 

Vacancies shall be filled by the same method as that laid down for the first election, 

sub   ject to the following provision: the Secretary-General shall, within one month of 

the occurrence of the vacancy, proceed to issue the invitations provided for in Article 5, 

and the date of the election shall be fixed by the Security Council. 
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Article 15 

A member of the Court elected to replace a member whose term of office has not 

expired shall hold office for the remainder of his predecessor's term 

Article 16 

1. No member of the Court may exercise any political or administrative function, or 

engage in any other occupation of a professional nature. 
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Article 17 

1. No member of the Court may act as agent, counsel, or advocate in any case. 
 

2. No member may participate in the decision of any case in which he has previously 

taken part as agent, counsel, or advocate for one of the parties, or as a member of a 

national or international court, or of a commission of enquiry, or in any other capacity. 

3. Any doubt on this point shall be settled by the decision of the Court. 

Article 18 

1. No member of the Court can be dismissed unless, in the unanimous opinion of the 

other members, he has ceased to fulfill the required conditions. 

2. Formal notification thereof shall be made to the Secretary-General by the Registrar. 
 

3. This notification makes the place vacant. 

Article 19 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The members of the Court, when engaged on the business of the Court, shall enjoy 

diplomatic privileges and immunities. 

Article 20 
 

Every member of the Court shall, before taking up his duties, make a solemn 

declaration in open court that he will exercise his powers impartially and 

conscientiously. 

2. Any doubt on this point shall be settled by the decision of the Court. 
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Article 21 

1. The Court shall elect its President and Vice-President for three years; they may be re- 

elected. 

2. The Court shall appoint its Registrar and may provide for the appointment of such 

other officers as may be necessary. 

Article 22 
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Article 23 

1. The Court shall remain permanently in session, except during the judicial vacations, 

the dates and duration of which shall be fixed by the Court. 

2. Members of the Court are entitled to periodic leave, the dates and duration of which 

shall be fixed by the Court, having in mind the distance between The Hague and the 

home of each judge. 

3. Members of the Court shall be bound, unless they are on leave or prevented from 

attending by illness or other serious reasons duly explained to the President, to hold 

themselves permanently at the disposal of the Court. 

Article 24 

 

 
 

 

 

1. If, for some special reason, a member of the Court considers that he should not take 

part in the decision of a particular case, he shall so inform the President. 

2. If the President considers that for some special reason one of the members of the 

Court should not sit in a particular case, he shall give him notice accordingly. 

3. If in any such case the member of the Court and the President disagree, the matter 

shall be settled by the decision of the Court. 

1. The seat of the Court shall be established at The Hague. This, however, shall not 

prevent the Court from sitting and exercising its functions elsewhere whenever the 

Court considers it desirable. 

2. The President and the Registrar shall reside at the seat of the Court. 
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Article 25 

1. The full Court shall sit except when it is expressly provided otherwise in the present 

Statute. 

2. Subject to the condition that the number of judges available to constitute the Court is 

not thereby reduced below eleven, the Rules of the Court may provide for allowing one 

or more judges, according to circumstances and in rotation, to be dispensed from sitting. 
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Article 26 

1. The Court may from time to time form one or more chambers, composed of three or 

more judges as the Court may determine, for dealing with particular categories of cases; 

for example, labour cases and cases relating to transit and communications. 

2. The Court may at any time form a chamber for dealing with a particular case. The 

number of judges to constitute such a chamber shall be determined by the Court with 

the approval of the parties. 

3. Cases shall be heard and determined by the chambers provided for in this article if 

the parties so request. 

Article 27 

A judgment given by any of the chambers provided for in Articles 26 and 29 shall be 

considered as rendered by the Court. 

Article 28 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The chambers provided for in Articles 26 and 29 may, with the consent of the parties, 

sit and exercise their functions elsewhere than at The Hague. 

Article 29 
 

With a view to the speedy dispatch of business, the Court shall form annually a 

chamber composed of five judges at the request of the parties, may hear and determine 

cases by summary procedure. In addition, two judges shall be selected for the purpose 

of replacing judges who find it impossible to sit. 

3. A quorum of nine judges shall suffice to constitute the Court. 
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Article 30 
 

1. The Court shall frame rules for carrying out its functions. In particular, it shall lay 

down rules of procedure. 

2. The Rules of the Court may provide for assessors to sit with the Court or with any of 

its chambers, without the right to vote. 

Article 31 
 

1. Judges of the nationality of each of the parties shall retain their right to sit in the case 

before the Court. 

2. If the Court includes upon the Bench a judge of the nationality of one of the parties, 

any other party may choose a person to sit as judge. Such person shall be chosen 

preferably from among those persons who have been nominated as candidates as 

provided in Articles 4 and 5. 

3. If the Court includes upon the Bench no judge of the nationality of the parties, each 

of these parties may proceed to choose a judge as provided in paragraph 2 of this 

Article. 

4. The provisions of this Article shall apply to the case of Articles 26 and 29. In such 

cases, the President shall request one or, if necessary, two of the members of the Court 

forming the chamber to give place to the members of the Court of the nationality of the 

parties concerned, and, failing such, or if they are unable to be present, to the judges 

specially chosen by the parties. 

5. Should there be several parties in the same interest, they shall, for the purpose of the 

preceding provisions, be reckoned as one party only. Any doubt upon this point shall be 

settled by the decision of the Court. 

6. Judges chosen as laid down in paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 of this Article shall fulfill the 

conditions required by Articles 2, 17 (paragraph 2), 20, and 24 of the present Statute. 

They shall take part in the decision on terms of complete equality with their colleagues. 
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compensation for each day on which they exercise their functions. 
 

5. These salaries, allowances, and compensation shall be fixed by the General 

Assembly. They may not be decreased during the term of office. 

6. The salary of the Registrar shall be fixed by the General Assembly on the proposal of 

the Court. 

7. R333egulations made by the General Assembly shall fix the conditions under which 

retirement pensions may be given to members of the Court and to the Registrar, and the 

conditions under which members of the Court and the Registrar shall have their 

travelling expenses refunded. 

8. The above salaries, allowances, and compensation shall be free of all taxation. 

Article 33 

The expenses of the Court shall be borne by the United Nations in such a manner as 

shall be decided by the General Assembly. 

 

Article 32 
 

1. Each member of the Court shall receive an annual salary. 
 

2. The President shall receive a special annual allowance. 
 

3. The Vice-President shall receive a special allowance for every day on which he acts 

as President. 

4. The judges chosen under Article 31, other than members of the Court, shall receive 
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organization or of an international convention adopted there under is in question in a 

case before the Court, the Registrar shall so notify the public international organization 

concerned and shall communicate to it copies of all the written proceedings. 

Article 35 

1. The Court shall be open to the states parties to the present Statute. 
 

2. The conditions under which the Court shall be open to other states shall, subject to 

the special provisions contained in treaties in force, be laid down by the Security 

Council, but in no case shall such conditions place the parties in a position of inequality 

before the Court. 

3. When a state which is not a Member of the United Nations is a party to a case, the 

Court shall fix the amount which that party is to contribute towards the expenses of the 

Court. This provision shall not apply if such state is bearing a share of the expenses of 

the Court 

Article 36 

 

3.3 Competence of the Court 
 

1. Only states may be parties in cases before the Court. 
 

2. The Court, subject to and in conformity with its Rules, may request of public 

international organizations information relevant to cases before it, and shall receive 

such information presented by such organizations on their own initiative. 

3. Whenever the construction of the constituent instrument of a public international 
 

 

 

 

1. The jurisdiction of the Court comprises all cases which the parties refer to it and all 

matters specially provided for in the Charter of the United Nations or in treaties and 

conventions in force. 

2. The states parties to the present Statute may at any time declare that they recognize 

as compulsory ipso facto and without special agreement, in relation to any other state 

accepting the same obligation, the jurisdiction of the Court in all legal disputes 

concerning: 
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Article 37 

Whenever a treaty or convention in force provides for reference of a matter to a tribunal 

to have been instituted by the League of Nations, or to the Permanent Court of 

 

a. the interpretation of a treaty; 
 

b. any question of international law; 
 

c. the existence of any fact which, if established, would constitute a breach of an 

international obligation; 

d. the nature or extent of the reparation to be made for the breach of an 

international obligation. 

3. The declarations referred to above may be made unconditionally or on condition of 

reciprocity on the part of several or certain states, or for a certain time. 

4. Such declarations shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the parties to the Statute and to the 

Registrar of the Court. 

5. Declarations made under Article 36 of the Statute of the Permanent Court of 

International Justice and which are still in force shall be deemed, as between the parties 

to the present Statute, to be acceptances of the compulsory jurisdiction of the 

International Court of Justice for the period which they still have to run and in 

accordance with their terms. 

6. In the event of a dispute as to whether the Court has jurisdiction, the matter shall be 

settled by the decision of the Court. 

 

 

International Justice, the matter shall, as between the parties to the present Statute, be 

referred to the International Court of Justice. 

Article 38 
 

1. The Court, whose function is to decide in accordance with international law such 

disputes as are submitted to it, shall apply: 
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a. international conventions, whether general or particular, establishing rules 

expressly recognized by the contesting states; 

b. international custom, as evidence of a general practice accepted as law; 

c. the general principles of law recognized by civilized nations; 

d. subject to the provisions of Article 59, judicial decisions and the teachings of 

the most highly qualified publicists of the various nations, as subsidiary means 
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2. This provision shall not prejudice the power of the Court to decide a case ex 

aequoet bono, if the parties agree thereto. 

CHAPTER III - PROCEDURE 
 

Article 39 

1. The official languages of the Court shall be French and English. If the parties agree 

that the case shall be conducted in French, the judgment shall be delivered in French. If 

the parties agree that the case shall be conducted in English, the judgment shall be 

delivered in English. 

2. In the absence of an agreement as to which language shall be employed, each party 

may, in the pleadings, use the language which it prefers; the decision of the Court shall 

be given in French and English. In this case the Court shall at the same time determine 

which of the two texts shall be considered as authoritative. 

3. The Court shall, at the request of any party, authorize a language other than French 

or English to be used by that party. 

for the determination of rules of law. 
 

 

 

Article 40 
 

1. Cases are brought before the Court, as the case may be, either by the notification of 

the special agreement or by a written application addressed to the Registrar. In either 

case the subject of the dispute and the parties shall be indicated. 

2. The Registrar shall forthwith communicate the application to all concerned. 
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3. He shall also notify the Members of the United Nations through the Secretary- 

General, and also any other states entitled to appear before the Court. 

Article 41 

1. The Court shall have the power to indicate, if it considers that circumstances so 

require, any provisional measures which ought to be taken to preserve the respective 

rights of either party. 
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Article 42 

1. The parties shall be represented by agents. 
 

2. They may have the assistance of counsel or advocates before the Court. 
 

3. The agents, counsel, and advocates of parties before the Court shall enjoy the 

privileges and immunities necessary to the independent exercise of their duties. 

Article 43 

1. The procedure shall consist of two parts: written and oral. 
 

2. The written proceedings shall consist of the communication to the Court and to the 

documents in support. 
 

3. These communications shall be made through the Registrar, in the order and within 

the time fixed by the Court. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

parties of memorials, counter-memorials and, if necessary, replies; also all papers and 
 

4. A certified copy of every document produced by one party shall be communicated 

to the other party. 

5. The oral proceedings shall consist of the hearing by the Court of witnesses, experts, 

agents, counsel, and advocates. 

2. Pending the final decision, notice of the measures suggested shall forthwith be given 

to the parties and to the Security Council. 
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Article 44 

1. For the service of all notices upon persons other than the agents, counsel, and 

advocates, the Court shall apply direct to the government of the state upon whose 

territory the notice has to be served. 

2. The same provision shall apply whenever steps are to be taken to procure evidence 

on the spot. 
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The hearing shall be under the control of the President or, if he is unable to preside, of 

the Vice-President; if neither is able to preside, the senior judge present shall preside. 

Article 46 

The hearing in Court shall be public, unless the Court shall decide otherwise, or unless 

the parties demand that the public be not admitted. 

Article 47 

1. Minutes shall be made at each hearing and signed by the Registrar and the President. 
 

2. These minutes alone shall be authentic. 

Article 48 

The Court shall make orders for the conduct of the case, shall decide the form and time 

in which each party must conclude its arguments, and make all arrangements connected 

with the taking of evidence. 

Article 49 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Court may, even before the hearing begins, call upon the agents to produce any 

document or to supply any explanations. Formal note shall be taken of any refusal. 

Article 50 
 

The Court may, at any time, entrust any individual, body, bureau, commission, or other 

organization that it may select, with the task of carrying out an enquiry or giving an 

expert opinion. 

Article 45 
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Article 51 

During the hearing any relevant questions are to be put to the witnesses and experts 

under the conditions laid down by the Court in the rules of procedure referred to in 

Article 30. 

Article 52 

After the Court has received the proofs and evidence within the time specified for the 
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Article 53 

1. Whenever one of the parties does not appear before the Court, or fails to defend its 

case, the other party may call upon the Court to decide in favour of its claim. 

2. The Court must, before doing so, satisfy itself, not only that it has jurisdiction in 

accordance with Articles 36 and 37, but also that the claim is well founded in fact and 

law. 

Article 54 

1. When, subject to the control of the Court, the agents, counsel, and advocates have 

completed their presentation of the case, the President shall declare the hearing closed. 

2. The Court shall withdraw to consider the judgment. 
 

3. The deliberations of the Court shall take place in private and remain secret. 

Article 55 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1. All questions shall be decided by a majority of the judges present. 
 

2. In the event of an equality of votes, the President or the judge who acts in his place 

shall have a casting vote. 

Article 56 

 

1. The judgment shall state the reasons on which it is based. 
 

2. It shall contain the names of the judges who have taken part in the decision. 

purpose, it may refuse to accept any further oral or written evidence that one party may 

desire to present unless the other side consents. 
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Article 57 

If the judgment does not represent in whole or in part the unanimous opinion of the 

judges, any judge shall be entitled to deliver a separate opinion. 

Article 58 

The judgment shall be signed by the President and by the Registrar. It shall be read in 

open court, due notice having been given to the agents. 
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The decision of the Court has no binding force except between the parties and in respect 

of that particular case. 

Article 60 

The judgment is final and without appeal. In the event of dispute as to the meaning or 

scope of the judgment, the Court shall construe it upon the request of any party. 

Article 61 

1. An application for revision of a judgment may be made only when it is based upon 

the discovery of some fact of such a nature as to be a decisive factor, which fact was, 

when the judgment was given, unknown to the Court and also to the party claiming 

revision, always provided that such ignorance was not due to negligence. 

2. The proceedings for revision shall be opened by a judgment of the Court expressly 

recording the existence of the new fact, recognizing that it has such a character as to lay 

the case open to revision, and declaring the application admissible on this ground. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3. The Court may require previous compliance with the terms of the judgment before it 

admits proceedings in revision. 

4. The application for revision must be made at latest within six months of the 

discovery of the new fact. 

5. No application for revision may be made after the lapse of ten years from the date of 

the judgment. 

Article 59 
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Article 62 

l. Should a state consider that it has an interest of a legal nature which may be affected 

by the decision in the case, it may submit a request to the Court to be permitted to 

intervene. 

2 It shall be for the Court to decide upon this request. 

Article 63 
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Article 64 

Unless otherwise decided by the Court, each party shall bear its own costs. 

Chapter iv - Advisory opinions 

Article 65 

1. The Court may give an advisory opinion on any legal question at the request of 

whatever body may be authorized by or in accordance with the Charter of the United 

Nations to make such a request. 

2. Questions upon which the advisory opinion of the Court is asked shall be laid before 

 

 
 

 

 

 

the Court by means of a written request containing an exact statement of the question 

upon which an opinion is required, and accompanied by all documents likely to throw 

light upon the question. 

Article 66 
 

1. The Registrar shall forthwith give notice of the request for an advisory opinion to all 

states entitled to appear before the Court. 

1. Whenever the construction of a convention to which states other than those 

concerned in the case are parties is in question, the Registrar shall notify all such states 

forthwith. 

2. Every state so notified has the right to intervene in the proceedings; but if it uses this 

right, the construction given by the judgment will be equally binding upon it. 
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2. The Registrar shall also, by means of a special and direct communication, notify 

any state entitled to appear before the Court or international organization considered by 

the Court, or, should it not be sitting, by the President, as likely to be able to furnish 

information on the question, that the Court will be prepared to receive, within a time- 

limit to be fixed by the President, written statements, or to hear, at a public sitting to be 
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special communication referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, such state may express 

a desire to submit a written statement or to be heard; and the Court will decide. 

4. States and organizations having presented written or oral statements or both shall be 

permitted to comment on the statements made by other states or organizations in the 

form, to the extent, and within the time-limits which the Court, or, should it not be 

sitting, the President, shall decide in each particular case. Accordingly, the Registrar 

shall in due time communicate any such written statements to states and organizations 

having submitted similar statements. 

Article 67 

The Court shall deliver its advisory opinions in open court, notice having been given to 

the Secretary-General and to the representatives of Members of the United Nations, of 

other states and of international organizations immediately concerned. 

Article 68 

In the exercise of its advisory functions the Court shall further be guided by the 

provisions of the present Statute which apply in contentious cases to the extent to which 

held for the purpose, oral statements relating to the question. 
 

3. Should any such state entitled to appear before the Court have failed to receive the 
 

 

 

 

 

it recognizes them to be applicable. 

Chapter v - Amendment 

Article 69 
 

Amendments to the present Statute shall be effected by the same procedure as is 

provided by the Charter of the United Nations for amendments to that Charter, subject 

however to any provisions which the General Assembly upon recommendation of the 
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Security Council may adopt concerning the participation of states which are parties to 

the present Statute but are not Members of the United Nations. 

Article 70 

GE8074 Human Rights 

 

 

 

The Court shall have power to propose such amendments to the present Statute as it 

may deem necessary, through written communications to the Secretary-General, for 

consideration in conformity with the provisions of Article 69. 

3. Trusteeship Council 

The United Nations Trusteeship Council, one of the principal organs of the 

United Nations, was established to help and ensure that trust territories were 

administered in the best interests of their inhabitants and of international peace and 

security. The trust territories, most of them former mandates of the League of 

Nations or territories taken from nations defeated at the end of World War II—have 

all now attained self-government or independence, either as separate nations or by 

joining neighbouring independent countries. 

The last was Palau, formerly part of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands, which became a member state of the United Nations in December 1994. Under 

the Charter, the Trusteeship Council was to consist of an equal number of United 

Nations Member States administering trust territories and non-administering states. 

Thus, the Council was to consist of; 

1. All U.N. members administering trust territories, 

 

2. The five permanent members of the Security Council, and 

 

3. As many other non-administering members as needed to equalize the number 

of administering and non-administering members, elected by the United Nations 

General Assembly for renewable three-year terms. Over time, as trust territories 

attained independence, the size and workload of the Trusteeship Council was 

reduced and ultimately came to include only 
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The five permanent Security Council members 

 

 
➢ China, 

➢ France, 

➢ the Soviet Union/Russian Federation, 

➢ the United Kingdom, and 

➢ the United States 

 

 
 

The Trusteeship Council was not assigned responsibility for colonial 

territories outside the trusteeship system, although the Charter did establish the 

principle that member states were to administer such territories in conformity with the 

best interests of their inhabitants. 

The chamber of the UN Trusteeship Council, 

UN headquarters, New York 

President: Elected each year. 

President: Alexis Lamek(France) 
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3.4 Specialized Agencies 

The UN Charter stipulates that each primary organ of the UN can establish 

various specialized agencies to fulfill its duties. Some best-known agencies are; 

➢ The International Atomic Energy Agency, 

➢ The Food And Agriculture Organization, 

➢ UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific And Cultural 

Organization), 

➢ The World Bank, And 

➢ The World Health Organization (WHO). 

 

 
 

The UN Performs Most Of Its Humanitarian Work Through These Agencies. Examples 

Include 

• Mass Vaccination Programs (Through WHO), 

• The Avoidance Of Famine And Malnutrition(Through the work of the WFP), and 

• The protection of vulnerable and displaced people (for example, by UNHCR 

 
 

Organizations and specialized agencies of the United Nations 

Sl.N 

o 

Agencie 

s 
Abbreviation Head quaters Head 

Establishe 

d 

 
1 

 
FAO 

Food and 

Agriculture 

Organization 

 
 Rome, Italy 

  José Graziano 

da Silva 

 
1945 

 
2 

 
IAEA 

International 

Atomic Energy 

Agency 

 
 

Vienna, Austria 
 Yukiya 

Amano 

 
1957 

 
3 

 
ICAO 

International 

Civil Aviation 

Organization 

 
 

Montreal, Canada 

 
 Fang Liu 

 
1947 

4 IFAD International 

Fund for 
 Rome, Italy Kanayo F. 1977 
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  Agricultural 

Development 

 Nwanze  

 
5 

 
ILO 

International 

Labour 

Organization 

 

 

Geneva, Switzerla 

nd 

 
Guy Ryder 

1946 

(1919) 

 
6 

 
IMO 

International 

Maritime 

Organization 

 

 

London, United 

Kingdom 

 Koji 

Sekimizu 

 
1948 

 
7 

 
IMF 

International 

Monetary Fund 

Washington, 

D.C., United 

States 

Christine 

Lagarde 

1945 

(1944) 

 
8 

 
ITU 

International 

Telecommunicati 

on Union 

 

 

Geneva, Switzerla 

nd 

 
Houlin Zhao 

1947 

(1865) 

 

 
9 

 

UNESC 

O 

United Nations 

Educational, 

Scientific and 

Cultural 

Organization 

 

 
Paris, France 

 

 
Irina Bokova 

 

 
1946 

 

10 

 

UNIDO 

United Nations 

Industrial 

Development 

Organization 

 
 

 

Vienna, Austria 

 

Li Yong 

 

1967 

11 
UNWT 

O 

World Tourism 

Organization 
Madrid, Spain TalebRifai 1974 

 
12 

 
UPU 

Universal Postal 

Union 

 

 

Bern, Switzerland 

 

 

BisharAbdirahm 

an Hussein 

1947 

(1874) 

 
13 

 
WBG 

World Bank 

Group 

Washington, 

D.C., United 

States 

 
Jim Y. Kim 

1945 

(1944) 

14 WFP 
World Food 

Programme 
 Rome, Italy 

 

 

ErtharinCousin 1963 
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15 

 
WHO 

World Health 

Organization 

 

 

Geneva, Switzerla 

nd 

 Margaret 

Chan 

 
1948 

 

16 

 

WIPO 

World 

Intellectual 

Property 

Organization 

 

 

Geneva, Switzerla 

nd 

 

Francis Gurry 

 

1974 

 
17 

 
WMO 

World 

Meteorological 

Organization 

 

 

Geneva, Switzerla 

nd 

David 

Grimes /  

Michel Jarraud 

1950 

(1873) 

 
 

UN System agencies include; 

• The World Bank Group, 

• The World Health Organization, 

• The World Food Program, 

• UNESCO and UNICEF. 

 
The UN's most prominent officer is the Secretary-General, an office held by 

Portuguese AntónioGuterres since 2017. Non-governmental organizations may be 

granted consultative status with ECOSOC and other agencies to participate in the UN's 

work. 

Funds, Programmes, Specialized Agencies and Others 

The UN system, also known unofficially as the "UN family", is made up of the 

UN itself and many affiliated programs, funds, and specialized agencies, all with their 

own membership, leadership, and budget. The programs and funds are financed 

through voluntary rather than assessed contributions. The Specialized Agencies are 

independent international organizations funded by both voluntary and assessed 

contributions. 

The United Nations Development Programme works in nearly 170 

countries and territories, helping to eradicate poverty, reduce inequalities and build 
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resilience so countries can sustain progress. As the UN’s development agency, UNDP 

plays a critical role in helping countries achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

UNICEF 

The United Nations Children's Fund provides long-term humanitarian and 

development assistance to children and mothers. 

UNHCR 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – UNHCR protects 

refugees worldwide and facilitates their return home or resettlement. 

WFP 

 

The World Food Programme aims to eradicate hunger and malnutrition.   It is 

the world’s largest humanitarian agency. Every year, the programme feeds almost 80 

million people in around 75 countries. 

UNODC 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime – UNODC helps Member States 

fight drugs, crime, and terrorism 

UNFPA 

 

The United Nations Population Fund – UNFPA is the lead UN agency for 

delivering a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, and every 

young person's potential is fulfilled. 

UNCTAD 

 

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development is the United Nations body 

responsible for dealing with development issues, particularly international trade – the 

main driver of development. 

UNEP 

 

The United Nations Environment Programme established in 1972, is the voice for 

the environment within the United Nations system. UNEP acts as a catalyst, advocate, 
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educator and facilitator to promote the wise use and sustainable development of the 

global environment. 

UNRWA 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees has 

contributed to the welfare and human development of four generations of Palestine 

refugees. It services encompass education, health care, relief and social services, camp 

infrastructure and improvement, microfinance and emergency assistance, including in 
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times of armed conflict. It reports only to the UN General Assembly. 

UN Women 

UN Women merges and builds on the important work of four previously distinct 

parts of the UN system, which focus exclusively on gender equality and women’s 

empowerment. 

UN-Habitat 

 

The mission of the United Nations Human Settlement Programme is to promote 

socially and environmentally sustainable human settlements development and the 

achievement of adequate shelter for all. 

UN Specialized Agencies 

 

The UN specialized agencies are autonomous organizations working with the 

United Nations. All were brought into relationship with the UN through negotiated 

agreements. Some existed before the First World War. Some were associated with the 

League of Nations. Others were created almost simultaneously with the UN. Others 

were created by the UN to meet emerging needs. 

World Bank 

 

The World Bank focuses on poverty reduction and the improvement of living 

standards worldwide by providing low-interest loans, interest-free credit, and grants to 

developing countries for education, health, infrastructure, and communications, among 

other things. The World Bank works in over 100 countries. 

binils.com

binils - Anna University App on Play Store

                    Free PDF Study Materials
binils.com - Anna University, Polytechnic & Schools



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

World Bank Group 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 

International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) 

International Development Association (IDA) 

International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) 

IMF 
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The International Monetary Fund fosters economic growth and employment by 

providing temporary financial assistance to countries to help ease balance of payments 

adjustment and technical assistance. The IMF currently has $28 billion in outstanding 

loans to 74 nations. 

 

 
WHO 

 

The World Health Organization is the directing and coordinating authority on 

international health within the United Nations system. The objective of WHO is the 

attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health. Health, as defined in 

the WHO Constitution, is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and 

not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. 

UNESCO 

 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization focuses 

on everything from teacher training to helping improve education worldwide to 

protecting important historical and cultural sites around the world. UNESCO added 28 

new World Heritage Sites this year to the list of irreplaceable treasures that will be 

protected for today's travelers and future generations. 

ILO 
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The International Labor Organization promotes international labor 

rights by formulating international standards on the freedom to associate, collective 

bargaining, the abolition of forced labor, and equality of opportunity and treatment. 

FAO 

The Food and Agriculture Organization leads international efforts to fight 

hunger. It is both a forum for negotiating agreements between developing and 

developed countries and a source of technical knowledge and information to aid 
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development 

IFAD 

The International Fund for Agricultural Development, since it was created 

in 1977, has focused exclusively on rural poverty reduction, working with poor rural 

populations in developing countries to eliminate poverty, hunger and malnutrition; raise 

their productivity and incomes; and improve the quality of their lives. 

IMO 

 

The International Maritime Organization has created a comprehensive 

shipping regulatory framework, addressing safety and environmental concerns, legal 

matters, technical cooperation, security, and efficiency. 

WMO 

 

The World Meteorological Organization facilitates the free 

international exchange of meteorological data and information and the furtherance of its 

use in aviation, shipping, security, and agriculture, among other things. 

WIPO 

 

The World Intellectual Property Organization protects intellectual property 

throughout the world through 23 international treaties. 

ICAO 

 

The International Civilian Aviation Organization sets international rules on air 

navigation, the investigation of air accidents, and aerial border-crossing procedure 
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ITU 

The International Telecommunication Union is the United Nations 

specialized agency for information and communication technologies. It is committed to 

connecting the entire world's people – wherever they live and whatever their means. 

Through our work, we protect and support everyone's fundamental right to 

communicate 

UNIDO 

GE8074 Human Rights 

 

 

 

The United Nations Industrial Development Organization is the specialized 

agency of the United Nations that promotes industrial development for poverty 

reduction, inclusive globalization and environmental sustainability. 

UPU 

 

The Universal Postal Union is the primary forum for cooperation between postal 

sector players. It helps to ensure a truly universal network of up-to-date products and 

services. 

 

 
UNWTO 

 

The World Tourism Organization is the United Nations agency responsible for 

the promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism. 

UNAIDS 

 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS is co-sponsored by 10 

UN system agencies: UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, the ILO, 

UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank and has ten goals related to stopping and 

reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

UNISDR 

 

The United Nations Office for Disaster Reduction serves as the focal point in the 

United Nations system for the coordination of disaster reduction. 
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UNOPS 

The United Nations Office for Project Services is an operational arm of the 

United Nations, supporting the successful implementation of its partners' peace 

building, humanitarian and development projects around the world. 

GE8074 Human Rights 

 

 

 

IAEA 

 

The International Atomic Energy Agency, is the world's center for cooperation in 

the nuclear field. The Agency works with its Member States and multiple partners 

worldwide to promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

WTO 

 

The World Trade Organization is a forum for governments to negotiate trade 

agreements, and a place where member governments try to sort out the trade problems 

they face with each other 

CTBTO 

 

The Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

Organization promotes the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (which is not yet 

in force) and the build-up of the verification regime so that it is operational when the 

Treaty enters into force. 

OPCW 

 

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons is the implementing 

body of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), which entered into force in 1997. 

OPCW Member of all States work together to achieve a world free of chemical 

weapons. 

IOM 

 

The International Organization for Migration works to help ensure the orderly 

and humane management of migration, to assist in the search for practical solutions to 

provide humanitarian assistance to migrants in need, including refugees and internally 

displaced people 
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